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GHANA IN CONTEXT 

Country Profile 
Ghana is a West African country with a population of 

approximately 29.6 million (2018) that borders Togo, Cote 
d'Ivoire, and Burkina Faso, and sits on the Atlantic Ocean. 
In 1992, Ghana transitioned to a multi-party democracy 

and has since made significant strides toward democracy 
under a multi-party system, with an independent judiciary 

that has gained public trust. Ghana ranks highly in Africa 
for freedom of speech and press freedom, with strong 
broadcast media, particularly radio, which is the medium 

with the greatest reach. These factors provide Ghana with 
solid social capital (World Bank, 2021). 

Recent Developments 

In 2019, Ghana's real GDP growth was 
6.5%, up from 6.3% in 2018, with the 

services sector contributing most to 
economic growth (2.8 percentage points), 
followed by industry (2.4 percentage 

points) and agriculture (1.3 percentage 
points). The robust services sector growth 
(7.6%) was driven by strong expansions in 

real estate (up 19.9%) and information 
and communication technology (ICT) (up 

46.5%) activities, while growth in industry 
was mainly supported by mining and 
quarrying. Agriculture grew by 4.6%, 

supported by favorable weather 
conditions and the Government’s flagship 
program Planting for Food and Jobs. 

However, non-oil activities' growth 
slowed to 5.8% from 6.5% in 2018 (World 

Bank, 2021). 

The headline fiscal deficit in Ghana was 4.7% of GDP in 
2019, while the overall fiscal deficit, including financial and 

energy sector costs, reached 7% of GDP, the same level as 
in 2018. Total revenues at 14.8% of GDP were 0.3% of GDP 
higher in 2019 than in 2018. The government’s 

commitment to close the financing gap for the 
comprehensive Energy Sector Recovery Program (ESRP), 

which began in May 2019, added an estimated 1% of GDP 
to the budget. Furthermore, the financial sector clean-up, 
which started in 2018 and progressed into 2019 with a 

broader mandate to resolve insolvent banks and reform 
Special Deposit-taking Institutions, resulted in an 
additional cost of 1.3% of GDP to the fiscal budget (World 

Bank, 2021). 

 

 

 
 
Challenges 

Despite Ghana's relatively robust economic growth, 
poverty endemic areas still lack basic infrastructure such 
as feeder roads that link their economic activity, mostly 

farming, to urban market centres. Malaria remains a public 
health concern as it is the leading cause of morbidity in 

Ghana. There are also rural-urban disparities in health care 
services, and significant enrolment gaps remain between 
the poorest and wealthiest children. Ghana's forest cover 

continues to decline rapidly, and the agriculture sector, 
particularly the food crop sub-sector, still relies on rain-fed 
agriculture and limited modern agricultural techniques. 

Women's access to and control over land, information on 

land rights issues, access to formal credit from banks, and 
storage, processing, and marketing facilities limit their 
ability to engage in food crop farming activities 

independently. Ghana's business climate is weak and 
continues to hold back productive investment, 

particularly in manufacturing. The business community is 
often constrained by a limited and unreliable supply of 
energy and affordable finance, especially for SMEs, to 

enable them to expand production, create jobs, and 
improve workers' incomes (World Bank, 2021). 

 

Information Reference: 

World Bank. (2021). Ghana. Retrieved from 

https://data.worldbank.org/country/ghana 
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Nyinahin.  

• Like Awaso, the team was meet by the Assembly man for the Nyinahin west electoral area.  

• Our first point of call was the Otaakrom primary and junior high school. Settle Ghana made a 

donation of two thousand exercise books to the indigenous kids of Otaaktrom.  

• Thereafter, we met the Otaatakrom community at their community centre. The over 500 people 
present were largely women.  

• Both pupils and headmaster of Otaakrom appeal to settle Ghana for computers for the otaakrom 
jhs.  

• In Nyinahin we meet the community. The issue of alternative livelihood support dominated the 
discussions.  

• Day 3 and 4 included Kuffour camp and Mpaasoso. Similar request to that of Nyinahin and 
Otaakrom were made.  

• Largely the nyinahin enclave was very successful.        

4 24/10/22 • We had the engagement exercise in four communities namely Adadietem, Asikam, Segyemase and 
Adukrom. 

• The climax of the enclave engagement was done at Adukrom, where the community were 
presented with ten (10) computers and accessories. 

• The Adukrom community had a mini durbar for Settle Ghana walking together initiative. I took 
turns to address them and took them through the United Nations declaration on the rights of 

indigenous people (UNDRIP) which Ghana is signatory too.  

• Three television stations were there to cover the program, namely, Metro tv, Atinka tv and radio 
and tv3.  

• Teenage mothers ask for vocational training to enable them to have financial independence.  

• School kids between the age brackets of 12-16 years appeal for sanitary pad to enable them go to 
school even when they mensurate. The average indigenous kid cannot afford a pad. 

• The chief of the community thanked Settle Ghana and promise to work with us for the betterment 
of his people. 

5 31/10/22 • From the 1st of Novermber, the team travelled to the upper east region for the Talensi area. 

• At the Kamenga community, the chiefs, elders and the entire community came out in their 
numbers to welcome us. 

• The women in the  community raised concerns about their livelihoods.  

• Farming is the main occupation here. The cost of ploughing one acre is beyond individual 
costs.Another retorted, we will be grateful if we get a rice milling machine. 

• Other request includes; Sewing machines for the young girls in the community, start-up capital for 

young women. 

• The chief of the community also appealed for bullocks (male cows) to help in ploughing for the 
indigenous women. 

• Again the community appealed for a tricycle ambulance and furniture for their wards in school. 

• At Widnaba, Sakote and Tilli same challenges were flag.  

• Settle Ghana donated ten (10) computers to the Kamenga  community school. 

• The team were gifted with two fat goats and a guinea fowl as appreciation. I thanked the 

community for coming in their numbers to welcome us. 

The Initiatives Impacts 
The initiative was broken in to 4 Stages of key deliverables: 

(1) the in-the-field Roadshow; 

(2) A video documentary; 

(3) A brief information video for future investors funders; and 

(4) A Final Report and Case Study plus its associated reporting requirements. 

Challengers and Issues 

It is also instructive to note that it is not everybody who is genuinely happy about the FPIC awareness campaign and its 
implementation as a law, especially some chiefs and opinion leaders. Mostly their concern is that FPIC will take a lot of power 
and influence from them. Chiefs are traditional very powerful per the current system, where virtually their yes becomes the 

eyes of the entire community. 
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KEY STAGE 2 DELIVERABLES 

LED Streetlight Program 
On the 11 October Settle Ghana presented the Awaso Community with solar powered LED streetlights to the community which 

they requested during the Waking Together Initiative stage one. Solar powered lights were implemented in response to 
community concern and complaint surrounding thieves harassing, disturbing and robbing community members at night time. 
Community of Awaso confirmed that the lights were an incredible addition and would help significantly to improve the safety 

of the community. 

 

 

 

School furniture 
School furniture was delivered to several indigenous 
communities. The furniture is designed for schools which 

will help children to study. Previously, students did not have 
any seating school furniture and had to learn directly from 
the floor. This donation by settle Ghana builds self-respect 

and self-esteem of school children. The communities were 
incredibly grateful for these donations and much 

celebration was provided.  

 

IT Equipment 

In the Atewa enclave, Settle Ghana presented the 
community of Adukrom, with ten(10)  computers and 
accessories. This was again repeated with Settle Ghana 

distributing ten(10) computers and accessories at the 
Kamenga community school. These donatiosn were 
gratefully accpeted by the communtiya nd will help support 

technological understanding, capability and advancement. 
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MAJOR MILESTONES OF THIS INITIATIVE 

 
Settle Ghana is an organization that seeks to empower 
Ghanaian communities through sustainable development 

and the creation of economic opportunities. The 
organization has implemented an initiative in four stages to 

engage with communities, assess their needs, and develop 
micro-projects that could improve their livelihoods. 

Stage 1 of the initiative focused on community engagement 

and involved the delivery of Free Prior and Informed Consent 
(FPIC) roadshows to six different regions in Ghana. Settle 
Ghana engaged with village elders and community members 

to identify the challenges facing the communities, such as 
slow development, high unemployment rates, and a lack of 

alternative livelihoods for women. The program also 
addressed concerns about education and healthcare. 

Settle Ghana's engagement with these communities 

provided a foundation for the following stages of the 
initiative. Based on the feedback received during the 
roadshows, Stage 2 of the initiative focused on developing 

Settle Ghana's business capabilities while leveraging their 
existing business capital to undertake micro-projects in 

remote locations. The organization sought to create 
economic opportunities in these communities through these 
micro-projects. 

According to the in-project reporting, all critical steps of 
Stage 2 were successfully completed. Settle Ghana was able 
to engage with 21 villages across six regions in Ghana. The 

organization also implemented a value management 
process that reallocated funding from outside in-scope items 

towards out-of-scope items that had a greater impact inside 
Indigenous communities. These changes had an enormous 

impact on these communities, providing them with essential 
services like solar-powered streetlights, IT computer 

equipment, and education resources. 

The success of Settle Ghana's initiative is evident in the 

outcomes and benefits it provided to the communities. The 
organization engaged over 4,400 people across six regions in 
Ghana, providing them with essential resources and services 

that improved their livelihoods. The program addressed the 
critical needs of the communities and empowered them to 
take control of their economic future. 

The roadshows conducted during Stage 1 were instrumental 
in creating a foundation for the rest of the initiative. They 

allowed Settle Ghana to gain a comprehensive 
understanding of the challenges facing these communities, 
which was essential in developing effective solutions in 

Stage 2. The roadshows also facilitated the building of trust 
between Settle Ghana and the communities they serve. The 
community members felt heard, and their concerns were 

addressed, which increased their engagement with the 
program. 

Stage 2 of the initiative was focused on developing Settle 
Ghana's business capabilities while leveraging their existing 
business capital to undertake micro-projects in remote 

locations. This approach was beneficial to the organization 
and the communities it served. It allowed Settle Ghana to 
create economic opportunities in remote locations while 

also creating social value. The micro-projects provided 
communities with essential services, such as solar-powered 

streetlights, education resources, and IT computer 
equipment. 
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CONCLUSION 

 
In summary, Settle Ghana's initiative has been successful in 
creating positive social change in remote communities across 

Ghana. By drawing on international best practices, Settle Ghana 
has built the capability of Indigenous People in Ghana to 

practice Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC), a right that is 
not currently protected by national or provincial legal 
frameworks. With the growing interest in mineral and mining 

resources in Ghana, Settle Ghana's social response appears to 
be of vital importance in ensuring the safety of Indigenous 
People and their lands. 

 
Settle Ghana's value-for-money business model has been 

effective in supplementing their FPIC initiative with numerous 
positive social programs, such as youth development, 
agricultural and environmental management, and technology 

implementation. The initiative has a strong preliminary plan for 
implementation and has demonstrated significant social, 
environmental, and economic merit in Stage 1 and Stage 2. By 

engaging with community members and village elders, Settle 
Ghana was able to gain a comprehensive understanding of the 

challenges facing these communities, which was essential in 
developing effective solutions in Stage 2. 
 

The micro-projects implemented in Stage 2 have created 
economic opportunities in remote locations while also creating 

social value. The program has delivered several additional out-
of-scope items, such as school furniture, education books, 

solar-powered streetlights, marketing short-information videos, 
and IT computer equipment. The final results of the program 
have been impressive, engaging over 4400 people across six 

regions in Ghana. 
 
In conclusion, Settle Ghana's initiative has been successful in 

creating sustainable development and economic opportunities 
in remote communities across Ghana. The program has 

demonstrated significant social, environmental, and economic 
merit and has provided essential services to these communities. 
Settle Ghana's focus on developing their business capability 

while leveraging their existing business capital to undertake 
micro-projects in remote locations has been effective in 
creating positive social change. Based on the information 

presented, it is recommended that Settle Ghana be provided 
funding to further develop their business and programs to 

continue creating positive social impacts in Indigenous 
communities in Ghana.

 




